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A. Initial Situation 'XULQJ UHFHQW \HDUV LQQRYDWLRQV DUH LQFUHDVLQJO\ JDLQLQJ LPSRUWDQFH IRU FRPSDQLHV DQG DUH RQH RI WKH PRVW FULWLFDO FKDOOHQJHV LQ RUGHU WR HQVXUH D FRPSHWLWLYH HGJH LQ WKH ORQJ UXQ >@ 5HIHUHQFH >@ GHILQHV ,QQRYDWLRQ DV ³« WKH PDQDJHPHQW RI DOO WKH DFWLYLWLHV LQYROYHG LQ WKH SURFHVV RI LGHD JHQHUDWLRQ WHFKQRORJ\ GHYHORSPHQW PDQXIDFWXULQJ DQG PDUNHWLQJ RI D QHZ RU LPSURYHG SURGXFW RU PDQXIDFWXULQJ SURFHVV RU HTXLSPHQW´ >@ S 6KRUWHU SURGXFW OLIH F\FOHV UHTXLUH VKRUWHU LQQRYDWLRQ F\FOHV DQG WKHUHIRUH QHZ SURGXFWV KDYH WR EH ODXQFKHG RQ WKH PDUNHWV DW LQFUHDVLQJO\ VKRUWHU LQWHUYDOV LQ RUGHU WR VWD\ FRPSHWLWLYH &RPSDQLHV EDVLFDOO\ KDYH WZR RSWLRQV WR FRPH XS ZLWK SURGXFW LQQRYDWLRQV 7KH\ FDQ HLWKHU XVH WKHLU LQWHUQDO NQRZKRZ RU RSHQ XS WKHLU LQQRYDWLRQ SURFHVV DQG LQFOXGH H[WHUQDO SDUWQHUV VXFK DV VXSSOLHUV SURGXFW XVHUV FRPSHWLWRUV RU VHUYLFH SURYLGHUV >@ ± LQ WKH IROORZLQJ UHIHUUHG WR DV

